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A religious magazine, devoted to the cause 
of Christ and published for the dissemina- 
tion of Bible truth alone, THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE will 
@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
@ Answer perplexing religious questions 
@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 
@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 
@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 
@ Bring peace and stability to your life 


PUBLISHED by the Megiddo Mission Church, 
481 Thurston Road, Rochester 19, N. Y. 


@ SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year, $1.00; 
six months, 50 cents; single copies, five cents. 
Make checks or Money Orders for all liter- 
ature payable to the Megiddo Mission 
Church. 


@ Please notify promptly of any change 
of address. 


Entered as second-class matter, October 
15, 1920, at the Post Office at Rochester, 
N. Y., under Act of March 3, 1879. 


“If thou criest after knowledge, and 
liftest up thy voice for understanding; 
if thou seekest her as silver, and search- 
est for her as for hid treasures; then 
shalt thou understand the fear of the 
Lord, and find the knowledge of God.” 

—Proverbs 2: 3—5. 


Instructive Booklets 


Each booklet is a complete subject of 
itself. They make the Bible understandable 
and interesting to study. 

HISTORY OF THE MEGIDDO MISSION 
THE COMING OF JESUS AND ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 

THE KINGDOM OF GOD 

THE GREAT APOSTASY 

AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 

HELL AND THE DEVIL 

SPIRITUAL CREATION 

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Complete set $2.25 
Single copies -20 
History ; -40 


Publications for Children 


In addition to the following items for chil- 
dren the Megiddo Mission designs and pub- 
lishes Bible lessons for children of all ages, 
from tots to adolescents. These lessons are 
designed in an interesting and attractive 
manner. Readers of the MESSAGE who desire 
further information may receive same on 
request. 


Bible Story Color Book 


Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price 50 


Pictures for Busy Little Hands 
to Color, Cut Out and Paste 


Twenty-two pages. Wholesome childhood 
scenes in poster pictures to be colored, cut 
out and assembled. Size 9 by 12 inches. 
Price 35 


The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price 40 


DANIEL 


Forty-six pages, illustrated. A story for 
youthful minds, related in an appealing 
and inspirational manner. Price .. .25 





HELP WANTED! 


Men and women are needed to do 
missionary work in their own localities. 

Whatever your age or status in life 
you can help spread the good news of 
the Kingdom of God. Many storm- 
tossed souls today are in need of faith 
that is firm and unwavering. You 
may not be able to devote your en- 
tire time to this work as, for example, 
the Apostle Paul, but by means of the 
printed word you may help someone. 

The following items are available 
for your use. Give them to friends, 
neighbors, strangers; enclose them in 
your letters to friends and relatives. 

It is for us to sow the seed. 

God will give the increase. 


LEAFLETS 
DIVINE RADAR .50 per 100 
Christ, the Hope of the World 

.25 per 100 


Do You Believe in a Future Life? 
.25 per 100 


The Coming of Jesus and Elijah— 
a pocket-size 64-page booklet 
$1.00 per dozen 


THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE— 
special sample copies .50 per dozen 














Letters 





Memorial Issue of THe Mecmpo Mes- 
sace Gratefully Received 
Dear Mission Friends: 

The cover of your Sept. 24 MESSAGE is 
beautiful; the contents, the most soul-stir- 
ring message of our times. 

Fruitland, Ontario W. H. 


Sample Copies — “A Kind Deed” 

To the Editor of THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE: 
After reading two issues of your fine 

Christian magazine, THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE, 

I find it gives one a spiritual uplift and 

prompts the following lines of verse: 


Did you ever do a kind deed, 

Give or share, 

With only one thought in mind— 

To let someone know you care? 

Then if you have done this, 

You'll know that there is 

Nothing that can compare 

To the glorious good feeling 

That you get when you share! 

It’s a lot like folding your hands in prayer, 

With your face turned towards the warm 
sun, 

Knowing you have come 

A little closer to the great Almighty One! 

Sylvania, Ohio Mrs. H. J. 


Youth of Nineteen Tributes Our Founder 
Dear Megiddo Friends: 

Though far away from you at Megiddo, 
we share the same feeling for Rev. L. T. 
Nichols who laid down all that he had to 
serve God and his fellow men. Scientists 
and learned men have helped to relieve sick- 
ness. But it took a man of great will power 
to bring from beneath the rubbish of ages 
the truth which will give everlasting life 
to all who receive it. He had hardships of 
every kind, but all of them helped to form 
so strong a character that through trials 
he wavered not. His name is surely high 
on God’s Honor Roll. Let us strive with 
more zeal that our name may also be on 
God’s Honor Roll. 


Chadron, Nebraska M. G. 


Testimony of an Army Captain 
Dear Sirs: 

Some time ago, when I was stationed in 
England, you were kind enough to include 
me in your circulation for THE MEGIDDO 
MEssaGE. The MESSAGE was a wonderful 
inspiration to me, and with your help I was 
able to lift myself up and lead a nobler 
and fuller life. 

Unfortunately, I was moved from my 
station in Leeds, and I find that for some 
reason the MESSAGE no longer reaches me. 
I am now stationed in Cyprus and am sur- 
rounded by temptation and wickedness, and 
would welcome very much the encourage- 
ment and strength that I formerly received 
from your MESSAGE. 

Would you therefore be kind enough to 
re-enter my name on your register and for- 
ward me copies of this wonderful journal? 


Nicosia, Cyprus A. W. C. 
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BE YE ALL OF ONE MIND 


life we have sorrow, trouble, sickness, pain, and 

death; but in this glorious Day coming there 
will be a change. How shall we fit and prepare ourselves 
for this home in glory? How shall it be done? It can be 
done only by our paying attention to the words spoken by 
our Lord and Master, letting them rule us in all that we 
do and say. There is a great future for those who have 
listened to the Word of God. Without this Bible we are 
out on the sea without chart or compass. We should there- 
fore study to find out what God requires of us. 

Isaiah proclaimed, “Say to them that are of a fearful 
heart, Be strong, fear not: behold, your God will come 
with vengeance, even God with a recompense; he will 
come and save you” (35:4). Our Saviour, Emmanuel, 
“God with us,” is coming to save His people. We are not 
saved yet. Not a man or woman is yet saved; all are wait- 
ing for the Resurrection Morning. And our Master de- 
clares to those who are accounted worthy—oh, that is 
the question, shall you and I be accounted worthy ?—that 
they are to be made equal unto the angels, never to die 
any more (Luke 20: 35, 36). 


W' ARE ALL CONVERSANT with the fact that in this 


One Mindedness — a Bible Principle 


Would you not like to be accounted worthy of a res- 
urrection from the dead? to be made equal to the high and 
lovely angels? You can be if you follow the admonition 
given by Paul in Phil. 2: 12. He makes it very plain that 
the work is not done for you, but that you must do it 
yourself. He says: “Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have 
always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much 
more in my absence, work out your own salvation with 
fear and trembling.” Every one who obtains salvation 
must work out his own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling. And in working out this salvation, the Scriptures 
teach that we must all be of one mind. 

This demonstrates to you that this Bible is true. The 
world tell you, “Many men of many minds,” but this 
Book tells you to be all of one mind. Turn back to Phil. 
1: 27, and what does Paul say? “Only let your conversa- 
tion be as it becometh the gospel of Christ: that whether 
I come and see you, or else be absent, I may hear of your 
affairs, that ye stand fast in one spirit, with one mind 
striving together for the faith of the gospel.” All striv- 
ing together with one mind! There can be no two minds 
in this system of God. He says, If you are not with me, 
you are against me (Matt. 12:30). 

Paul says again, “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the same 
thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that 
ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in 
the same judgment” (I Cor. 1:10). Not only in the 
same mind, but in the same judgment! The world tell 
you this is not important; but it is. We read in I Pet. 
4:11, “If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of 
God.” Now if I speak as the oracles of God, and you 


speak as the oracles of the living God, are we not speak- 
ing alike? Most assuredly we are. If of God you will all 
speak alike, no matter to what denomination you may 
belong. 

But do we find this the condition of the world? No. 
What is the matter? They are not of the mind of God, 
hence not of the same mind. Which shall we believe, these 
“many men of many minds,” or Him whose “gracious 
words” they “wondered at”? I would rather believe Jesus, 
for He spoke nothing He did not receive from the Father. 


Study — to become of One Mind 


Jesus said, “Search the Scriptures; for in them ye 
think ye have eternal life: and they are they which testify 
of me” (John 5:39). And the Apostle said, “If any man 
speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.” When the 
oracles of God command that we must all speak alike, why 
can we not do so? We can if we will be governed by this 
Book as we are in science. We may travel the world over, 
and everywhere we go, if we question people in their 
various languages, “What are five times five?” they will 
answer, “Twenty-five.” They are all of the same mind. 
And what is the reason? How did they become so? They 
were all governed by the same science of numbers. If 
you can be of one mind when it comes to mathematics, 
why can you not be of one mind in regard to what 
God has said? Let no one deceive you by telling you it is 
impossible, that you cannot speak the same things. Would 
God command us to do something we cannot do? No! He 
is just. The trouble is with humanity. 

“Search the Scriptures.” That is where the difficulty 
lies; the worldlings have never searched the Scriptures. 
“Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eter- 
nal life: and they are they which testify of me. And ye 
will not come to me that ye might have life.” Ye will not 
is the difficulty. Ye will not search; ye will not speak as 
this oracle of God; ye will not be of one mind. Jesus let us 
into the secret. You could be of one mind if you would, 
but “ye will not.” Hence He said, as we read in John 8: 
24, “Ye shall die in your sins.” 

We must be of one mind, “perfectly joined together in 
the same mind and in the same judgment.” “Fulfill ye 
my joy,” says Paul in Phil. 2: 2, “that ye be likeminded, 
having the same mind, being of one accord, of one mind.” 
Is it possible? Yes, it is. We read in Rev. 22: 14, “Blessed 
are they that do his commandments, that they may have 
right to the tree of life, and may enter in through the 
gates into the city.” 

If man were the author of this Book, would you find 
anything but the sentiments of man on its pages? You 
would find “many men of many minds,” but no two men 
of one mind. But here we are commanded all to be of one 
mind, searching the Scriptures, speaking as the oracles 
of God. 

Paul says in Phil. 3: 13—15, “Brethren, I count not 
myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, for- 
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getting those things which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I press toward the 
mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ 
Jesus. Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded.” Just have the same mind and pursue the same 
course as I, says Paul. What did he do? When the heav- 
enly vision appeared to him, he was immediately obedi- 
ent (Acts 9; Gal. 1:16). So with you, when you hear 
what God has said, you must believe it. 

“Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus 
minded: and if in anything ye be otherwise minded, God 
shall reveal even this unto you.” Search the Scriptures, 
and He will reveal His will to you in everything. “Never- 
theless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by 
the same rule, let us mind the same thing.” You will be 
going by one rule; you will mind the same thing, you 
will believe what He said and will come to Jesus. And if 
you will do this, you will know that when Jesus comes, 
if dead you will have a resurrection, and if alive you will 
get a change to immortality. 


Divisions Prohibited 


In Romans 16:17 Paul tells us, “Now I beseech you, 
brethren, mark them which cause divisions and offenses 
contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid 
them.” Put a mark on those which cause divisions; they 
are bringing in offenses; bringing in every evil work. If 
a mark is put on those who cause divisions it will cause 
us to search the Scriptures, and this will give us rever- 
ence and we will tremble at God’s Word. This will make 
a Christian of us. Christianity does not consist of wear- 
ing fashionable apparel, putting on outward adornments, 
or doing anything to be seen of men. We must redeem the 
time and serve the Lord in singleness of heart. 

So Paul says: “Be followers together of me, and mark 
them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. For 
many walk of whom I have told you often, and now tell 
you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross 
of Christ” (Phil. 3:17, 18). They are enemies of this 
daily work of crucifying the flesh and keeping the com- 
mandments of the mighty God (Luke 9: 23). If I speak 
as the oracles of God and you do not agree with me, you 
are an enemy of Christ. If you are bringing in divisions, 
you are carnal. As long as there are divisions among you, 
are you not carnal (I Cor. 3:3)? 

To this agree the words of the Prophet in Amos 3:3, 
“Can two walk together, except they be agreed?” Oh, you 
cannot travel in the same direction unless you are of 
one mind; you will be running off into bypaths of error 
and wickedness, and Paul says you are an enemy. You are 
an enemy of God, an enemy to Christ, an enemy to Paul, 
and to all who speak as the oracles of God. “Many walk, 
of whom I have told you often ... that they are the en- 
emies of the cross of Christ: whose god is their flesh, 
and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly 
things.” It is all earthly to be of two minds; it is heav- 
enly to be of one mind. 


To Become of One Mind — Grow 


We must all be of one mind, but do not think this can 
all be done in a moment. We read the words of Paul again 
in Eph. 2: 19—21, “Now therefore ye are no more stran- 


gers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, 
and of the household of God; and are built upon the foun- 
dation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself 
being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building 
fitly framed together groweth unto a holy temple in the 
Lord.” There is a growth to make if we are ever a part 
of this holy temple. See how short life is! we must be 
careful or we shall not have time to become of one mind, 
with one mouth glorifying our Father in heaven (Rom. 
15:5, 6). 

Paul says further, in Phil. 3: 20, 21, “For our conver- 
sation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the 
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our 
vile body,”—now going down to death and decay—“that 
it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, accord- 
ing to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all 
things unto himself.” Oh, we are looking for Jesus to 
come back from heaven; we shall stand before the Judg- 
ment scene, and Christ will know who have been of the 
same mind with Him, and He will bring about this won- 
derful change if we are ready. But if you are an enemy 
of Christ, an enemy to this wonderful truth, you shall 
meet destruction. 

No individual can be at variance with the Bread of 
Heaven and be saved. There can be no variance, no bit- 
terness, anger, wrath or strife in this truth. 


Good Works Necessary to Salvation 


Many religious leaders persist in reading texts out of 
their connection to establish a theory. They read Eph. 
2:9, “Not of works, lest any man should boast.” Do 
you think this refers to good works, when the whole 
teaching of the Bible is that we should keep the com- 
mandments? No! God is not the author of confusion. 
It would be confusion if in one place He taught you 
must produce good works, and then in another said you 
could be saved without works. In the first of the chap- 
ter you will see he is speaking of their condition when 
dead in trespasses and sins, walking according to the 
course of this world, fulfilling the lusts of the flesh and 
of the mind—children of disobedience, by nature the 
children of wrath: these are the works of which God 
through Paul was speaking. No man is saved by such 
works, the works of the flesh. 

If those who bring forward such objections would 
heed the admonition of Paul to his son Timothy to rightly 
divide the word of truth, they would not make such blun- 
ders. Read the verse that follows Eph. 2: 9. “For we are 
his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good 
works, which God hath before ordained that we should 
walk in them.” This is the foreordination of God. Do you 
think that puny man can seek to change it with impunity? 
They have brought in a schism, are enemies of Christ and 
will meet destruction in that great Day when He comes to 
judge the world in righteousness. 

They say it is the grace of God that saves us; and so 
it is, the true grace of God, for it is believing this gospel 
and keeping its mandates. “For the grace of God that 
bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us, 
that denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should 
live soberly, righteously and godly, in this present world” 
(Titus 2: 11, 12). Now, any grace that does not teach you 
how to live, is not the true grace of God. 
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Our Master said, “Blessed are the pure in heart: for 
they shall see God.” You will never see God, my friends, 
until you become pure of heart. Jesus wanted to give us 
the truth of the matter. He continues, “Whosoever shall 
break one of these least commandments,”—you cannot 
break the least one, He says. One of these commandments 
is to be pure of heart; one of these commandments says 
we must have the mind of Christ and all speak the same 
thing; another commandment teaches us we must be gen- 
tle and easily entreated of the Lord. “Whosoever there- 
fore shall break one of these least commandments, and 
shall teach men so, he shall be called least in the kingdom 
of heaven ;”’—or as it is reads in the original, “he is less 
than the least; he shall not attain to it at all.” He shall 
never enter there, he is too small. “But whosoever shall 
do and teach them, the same shall be called great in the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

You must not only know the truth and have the mind 
of Christ, but you must teach the truth, not error. This 
is why I teach you that “whosoever shall do and teach 
them” are the ones who shall be great and obtain that 
wonderful change by and by in the Kingdom of God. If 
you ever want to be one of the great ones and pass 
through the pearly gates into the City, you must do and 
teach others the truths of God’s Word. It is one straight 
thing all interwoven by the Apostles, Prophets, and Jesus 
throughout this entire Book. Do not deceive yourself and 
think you can be one of these great ones to receive the 
blessing, unless you hear and do these least command- 
ments and have the mind of Christ. 

We have had testimony from many of the inspired 
writers showing that we must become of one mind. One 
more statement from the Apostle Paul adds still further 
weight to the evidence: “The head of every man is Christ” 
(I Cor. 11:3). The body of Christ, the Church, has only 
one head. No one who retains a head of his own—personal 
opinions and theories regarding salvation—can form a 
part of that body. Let us hasten to dispense with our own 
mind and arm ourselves with the mind of Christ, think- 
ing only His thoughts, that in the Day of His return He 
may be pleased to own us as members of His body, the 
true Church, which shall exercise dominion in the world 
to come. 





GOD THE ARCHITECT 


Who Thou art I know not 
But this much I know; 

Thou hast set the Pleiades 
In a silver row; 

Thou hast sent the trackless winds 
Loose upon their way; 

Thou hast reared a colored wall 
Twixt the night and day; 

Thou hast made the flowers to bloom 
And the stars to shine; 

Hid rare gems of richest ore 
In the tunneled mine; 

But chief of all thy wondrous works, 
Supreme of all Thy plan, 

Thou hast put an upward reach 
Into the heart of man. 


—Sel. 


Can and Can't 


I Can is an ambitious youth 
And Wuuinensss his twin, 
And arm in arm in hope and truth 
They'll either die or win. 
I Can is a thinker and doer 
And patient with erring man; 
Temptations make him truer, 
He'll prove to you, he can. 


Can’t is a word to be used with great caution, 
It never is used by the one who tries; 
On it is many a strong spirit broken, 
And with it many a good purpose dies. 
It springs from the lips of the thoughtless each morning, 
And robs them of courage they need for the day; 
It rings in their ear like a timely-sent warning, 
And laughs when they falter and fall by the way. 


I Can ne'er will shrink at a trial, 
He resists though it takes all his strength; 
He doth conquer sin by denial, 
And hath joy and peace at length. 
When vices ask a destroyer 
Or passions need control, 
Then reason becomes his employer, 
And truth rules body and soul. 


Can’ is the father of feeble endeavor, 
The parent of sluggish, halfhearted work; 
It weakens the effort of artisans clever, 
And makes the toiler an indolent shirk. 
It poisons the mind of man with a vision, 
It stifles in infancy many a plan; 
It greets earnest faith with open dismay, 
And ruins all future hope of a man. 


I Can! Speak it boldly; let it ring! 
A volume of thought is there; 

There’s power in the eagle’s wing; 
Then soar, and do, and dare. 

Thus banish from you every Can’, 
And show yourself a man, 

And nothing will your purpose daunt, 
Led by the brave, I Can! 


Can’t is the word that is foe to ambition, 
An enemy ambushed to scatter your will; 
Its prey is forever a man with a mission 
And bows but to courage, and patience, and skill. 
Hate it, with hatred that’s deep and undying, 
For once it is welcomed ’twill break any man; 
Whatever the goal you are seeking, keep trying, 
And answer Can’t’s challenge by saying, “I Can!” 





What the future holds for us, depends on what we hold 
for the future. Hard working “todays” make high-winning 
“tomorrows.” 


“Seest thou a man diligent in his business? he shall 


stand before kings; he shall not stand before obscure 
men.” 





XL 
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The Sun Dial of Ahaz: 
Was It Literal? 


ALSE teachers, in ignorance of the true teachings of 
the Bible, unwilling to search for the qualifying 
terms the Almighty God has given, maintain that in the 
days of King Hezekiah the literal sun went backward at 
the command of the Lord. 

The events recorded in the 38th chapter of Isaiah have 
no reference to the literal sun. For example, as used in 
our own day, the Kaiser of Germany once said: “The 
powerful German Army guarantees the peace of Europe; 
we sail under the star of commerce, we demand our 
place in the sun.” He had no reference to a literal star or 
to the physical sun. And today President Eisenhower is 
cartooned as the sun in the world heavens. No one fails to 
understand this figurative usage. So like the sun has he 
been in radiance, so illuminative in power, that his recent 
heart attack registers apprehension around the world 
as well as in our own country. 

In Amos 8: 8—10, speaking of the judgments of God, 
we read: “Shall not the land tremble for this, and every 
one mourn that dwelleth therein? and it shall rise up 
wholly as a flood. . . . And it shall come to pass in that 
day, saith the Lord God, that I will cause the sun to go 
down at noon, and I will darken the earth in the clear 
day ... and I will make it as the mourning of an only 
son, and the end thereof as a bitter day.” 

The literal sun never set at noon; but the “sun” of 
man’s rule shall set in that coming day of the judgments 
of God when Christ, the “Sun of righteousness” of Mal. 
4:1, arises as King over all the earth (Zech. 14: 9). Many 
nations may sail under the “star of commerce” now, but 
the day cometh when “no man buyeth their merchandise 
any more.” 

We are told in the 15th chapter of Jeremiah of the 
judgments of the Lord, and in verse 9 we read: “She that 
hath borne seven languisheth ... her sun is gone down 
while it was yet day.” When nations fall, their sun is said 
to have gone down. When we read in Gen. 37:9 of Jo- 
seph’s dream that “the sun and the moon and the eleven 
stars made obeisance to him” we do not for a moment 
imagine that the literal sun, moon and stars bowed to 
him. His father, Jacob, understood, for he said: “Shall 
I and thy mother and thy brethren indeed come to bow 
down ourselves to thee?” 

With this understanding of these scriptures, we should 
be able to read Isaiah 38 comprehendingly; but one more 
may make the subject clearer still. In First Kings, 11th 
chapter, we learn that because Solomon had become a 
wicked king the Lord purposed to take from him the ten 
tribes. In verses 35, 36 the Prophet said to Jeroboam, “I 
will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand, and will give 
it unto thee, even ten tribes. And unto his son will I give 
one tribe, that David my servant may have a light al- 
ways before me in Jerusalem.” 

Ahaz, the father of Hezekiah, was a very wicked king 
in Israel; and at his death Hezekiah succeeded to the 
throne. In the kingly line of Ahaz, the son, Hezekiah, now 
became the light, the sun. We read later that “Hezekiah 
was sick unto death.” And Isaiah came unto him and 


said: “Set thine house in order: for thou shalt die, and 
not live.” At this word the king wept and prayed to the 
Lord that his life might be spared. God had mercy on him 
and sent Isaiah to him with comforting words: “Go and 
say to Hezekiah, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David 
thy father, I have heard thy prayer, I have seen thy 
tears: behold, I will add to thy days fifteen years.” 

God promised to heal him of his deadly malady and de- 
liver him from the Assyrians, and this should be a sign 
unto him from the Lord. The definition of the word “sign” 
in the Hebrew is: “The sign of anything which cannot 
of itself be seen; hence a miracle, as a sign of divine 
power. God, or the prophet as His interpreter, foretells 
some minor event, the fulfillment of which serves as 
a sign or proof of the future fulfillment of the whole 
prophecy.” 

In Second Chronicles 32: 24 we read: “In those days 
Hezekiah was sick to the death, and prayed unto the Lord 
... and he gave him a sign,” or, as it reads in the margin, 
“wrought a miracle for him.” Hezekiah was healed and 
delivered; and this was evidence that the Lord would 
add the fifteen years to his life. 

In the original Hebrew we find the true meaning of the 
word God used. Instead of the word “shadow” meaning 
a shadow of the literal sun, the original signifies: “All 
my members are like a shadow; scarce a shadow of my 
body remains. Also used of anything fleeting and tran- 
sient,” as in Job 8:9, “Our days upon earth are as a 
shadow”; Ps. 144: 4, “His days are as a shadow that 
passeth away.” 

“Dial” and “degree” are from the Hebrew word maalah, 
which means, “Metaphorically, the things which rise up in 
the mind; thoughts which pass through the mind.” It was 
a record of the thoughts of his mind, in place of a shadow 
of the rays of the literal sun. 

When Isaiah told Hezekiah, “Thou shalt die,” in his 
mind his life ended, as he said in Isa, 39:10, “I said in 
the cutting off of my days, I shall go to the gates of the 
grave: I am deprived of the residue of my years.” His 
allotted time would have been to the end of the fifteen 
years, but this was cut off, until the Lord added the fif- 
teen years. 

The Prophet was not speaking of the literal sun nor 
of a literal dial, nor of literal shadows. Hezekiah’s life, 
compared to a shadow, would have extended fifteen years, 
and then the sun in his kingly line would have set; as he 
expressed it, “I said in the cutting off of my days, I am 
deprived of the residue of my years”; then it went back- 
ward fifteen years. In his thoughts his sun set fifteen 
years before his allotted time. 

The 8th verse should have been more plainly trans- 
lated; but when we allow God’s qualifying terms, it be- 
comes plain. The 10th verse qualifies the 8th and is a key 
to the subject. The false teachers took away the “key of 
knowledge” (Luke 11:52), turned the church away from 
the truth to fables, and then they were in the condition 
of mind to believe any unreasonable theory, even that the 
shadow of the literal sun could move backward or forward! 
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The Paradox of God 


O US one of the most familiar sentiments of the 

Bible is to be found in Isaiah 55:8, 9, “For my 
thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, 
and my thoughts than your thoughts.” We all realize this 
is true, and the longer we attempt to live in God’s ways, 
the deeper the realization becomes, until we come to see 
that not only are God’s ways higher than our own but 
they are extremely opposite. 

How foolish we humans are! How backward! We go 
in exactly the opposite direction to obtain the goals we 
seek. So many of the things we desire are not wicked 
in themselves at all, but the evil lies in how we go about 
getting them. The power that we desire, the success and 
position, the glory, honor and fame, riches, freedom, 
pleasures, and possessions could easily be ours to enjoy 
without end, for a loving Father would like to give them 
to us. But in our own conceit we spurn His loving direc- 
tions, calling them weak and foolish, and rush stubbornly 
into the grave, still maintaining that our way is best. 

Let us think for a moment of God’s paradox. We have 
all at some time prayed for patience and confidently 
looked forward to a smoother day to follow; and, instead, 
the petty trials of life increased and everything seemed 
to go wrong. This is God’s way as opposed to ours— 
“tribulation worketh patience.” Or we have longed for 
some manifestation of His love for us, and instead He 
sent some painful chastening. As a child does not often 
appreciate its parents’ strict training until it is grown, 
so we had to learn that, “Whom the Lord loveth he 
chasteneth.” 

At first God’s ways seemed contradictory to us and we 
wondered how they could possibly work, but gradually 
we came to see that we must give in order to obtain; that 
to receive the richest blessings we must deny ourselves 
the very things we want the most. As we try God’s para- 
doxical methods we are amazed and constantly thrilled 
at the perfect success with which His laws operate. We 
partake of some forbidden indulgence which seems to 
offer just the pleasure we desire, but find that, strangely, 
it fails to satisfy; we tear from our heart some especially 
dear possession, anticipating pain and, instead, there 
comes a joy and peace which passes understanding. For 
only in war can we find peace. Do you long for peace? 
Then enter into the conflict ! Get into the thick of the fight! 

There are those who desire to be wise, and in profess- 
ing themselves to be wise they become fools; for “the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness with God. Let no man 
deceive himself. If any man among you seemeth to be 
wise ... let him become a fool, that he may be wise.” 

Whatever it may be that we seek, we may be sure that 
it is not to be found in the ways where we would nat- 
urally search, but in exactly the opposite direction. 

This man desiring wealth seeks to make all the money 
he can, while he never thinks of looking in the correct 
place for wealth. With his mind on this world’s insignifi- 
cant riches, he overlooks the door to the greatest treasure- 


house imaginable. If we would be rich, let us try God’s 
paradox and give away all that we have—every way of 
our own—and so become poor and meek. 

In his search for happiness, man has tried many things; 
in his eyes gaiety and laughter mean happiness; but, 
strangely enough, Jesus said happiness is to be found in 
just the contrary manner. “Woe unto you that laugh now, 
for ye shall weep.” “Blessed are ye that weep now, for 
ye shall laugh.” If we will be afflicted and mourn and 
weep, let our laughter be turned to mourning and our joy 
to heaviness, we have this promise: Behold, ye shall re- 
joice, but they shall be ashamed. Behold, ye shall sing for 
joy of heart, but they shall cry for sorrow of heart and 
shall how] for vexation of spirit. 

In an uncertain world we all feel the need of security, 
and go to great lengths to obtain it for ourselves. Some 
people believe that insurance is the best defense against 
an uncertain future. Others trust in a goodly supply of 
gold and silver; some in houses and lands. The man in 
Jesus’ parable wanted security, and he did what we would 
naturally do: he tore down his barns and built greater 
to accommodate all his goods, and thus felt secure for the 
rest of his life. We know just how secure he really was; 
when the crucial moment came, his poor supports failed 
him. A handful of meal and a bit of oil was the only se- 
curity a certain poor widow had against starvation. Yet 
she gave it away—the last mouthful of food she had— 
and in doing so she gained certain security for herself 
throughout the famine. 

Liberty is the most prized possession which a person 
could desire. We chafe under rules and laws and seek to 
throw off their restrictions, foolishly believing that free- 
dom lies in doing as we please. We violate the laws of 
nature, and shackle ourselves to pain and discomfort; we 
violate the laws of the land, and become prisoners of the 
fear of the penalty of that law. Do you wish for freedom? 
Become a slave! Shackle yourself to Truth and enjoy the 
glorious liberty of the sons of God! 

Do you desire the highest and best position? It is to be 
found in the dust—the dust of humility. For “he that 
shall humble himself shall be exalted”—lifted from the 
dust to “inherit the throne of glory.” 

Would you naturally rather go with the crowd? Then 
forsake the worldly throng and follow in God’s way! Be- 
cause the world is in the minority! Think of the billions 
and quadrillions of immortal people in the glorified worlds 
around us! There are far more on God’s side, whose ap- 
proval and fellowship can be ours. 

Are you weary? The cure lies not in rest—but take 
the yoke and work! and find rest for your soul. 

Do you wish to roam in broad, green pastures? You 
will find them within the narrow way. 

Would you like to be a king and rule the world from 
your throne of power? Then you must submit and serve 
and obey. 

Do you desire victory? Then surrender! Uncondition- 
ally surrender! 

Do you love life? Then die! Die to sin and live! 
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IT WORKS WONDERS 


Some years ago a lady, who tells the story herself, went 
to consult a famous physician about her health. She was 
a woman of nervous temperament, whose troubles—and 
she had many—had worried and excited her to such a 
pitch that the strain threatened her physical strength 
and even her reason. She gave the doctor a list of her 
symptoms, and answered the questions, only to be aston- 
ished at the brief prescription: “Madam, what you need 
is to read your Bible more.” 

“But doctor,” began the bewildered patient. 

“Go home and read your Bible an hour a day,” the great 
man reiterated, with kindly authority, “then come back 
to me a month from today.” And he bowed her out with- 
out a possibility of further protest. 

At first his patient was inclined to be angry. Then she 
reflected that, at least, the prescription was not an expen- 
sive one. Besides, it certainly had been a long time since 
she had read the Bible regularly, she reflected with a pang 
of conscience. Worldly cares had crowded out her prayer 
and Bible study for years, and though she would have re- 
sented being called an irreligious woman, she had undoubt- 
edly become a most careless Christian. She went home and 
set herself conscientiously to try the physician’s remedy. 
In one month she went back to his office. 

“Well,” he said smiling, as he looked at her face, “I see 
you are an obedient patient, and have taken my prescrip- 
tion faithfully. Do you feel as if you needed any other 
medicine now?” 

“No, doctor, I feel like a different person. But how did 
you know this was just what I needed?” 

For answer, the famous physician turned to his desk. 
There, worn and marked, lay an open Bible. ‘““Madam,” he 
said, with deep earnestness, “if I were to omit my daily 
reading of this book I should lose my greatest source of 
strength and skill. I never go to an operation without 
reading my Bible. I never attend a distressing case with- 
out finding help in its pages. Your case called not for med- 
icine, but for a source of peace and strength outside your 
own mind, and I showed you my own prescription. I knew 
it would cure.” 

“Yet I confess, doctor,” said the patient, “that I came 
very near not taking it.” 

“Very few are willing to try it, I find,” said the physi- 
cian, smiling back. “But there are many, many cases in 
my practice where, if tried, it would work wonders.” 

This is a true story. 

The physician has died, but his prescription remains. 
It will do no one any harm to try it. 





OBITUARIES 


LEONARD DEYOUNG 


We record the passing of our aged brother, Leonard 
DeYoung, Oct. 6, 1955. The deceased was born in Roches- 
ter, N. Y., July 22, 1861, and on June 25, 1888, was united 
in marriage to Alfie Zeeveld with whom he lived happily 
until the day of her death. 

He is survived by a daughter, Mrs. Leo Waasdorp; a 
son, Ward DeYoung; four sisters, Mrs. John Nuijens, 


Mrs. Josephine Thompson, Mrs. Leo DeKan, and Mrs. 
William Barber; a brother, Edward DeJonge; two grand- 
children, four great-grandchildren, and several nieces and 
nephews. 

In the year 1910 our brother became a member of the 
Megiddo Church. He was attracted to our belief through 
the preaching of our founder, the Rev. L. T. Nichols. It 
seemed to him that never before had Bible teaching been 
presented in such a straightforward, comprehensive, 
compelling manner, and this conviction remained con- 
stant till the very end of his life. Our brother was of a 
happy, buoyant temperament, always looking on the 
brighter side of life, and will be missed by relatives and 
friends alike. 

Funeral services were conducted at Hedges’ Funeral 
Home by Kenneth E. Flowerday, asst. pastor of the Me- 
giddo Church; interment in Irondequoit Cemetery. 

To all who mourn we extend the Bible hope, 


“There is a day of peaceful rest 
To Christian pilgrims given; 

There is a joy for souls distressed, 

A balm for every wounded breast; 
’Twill come with Christ from heaven.” 


E. B. LEMAN 


Another brother, E. B. Leman of Norwich, Norfolk, 
England, fell asleep in death on Sept. 8, 1955, at the ripe 
age of 84 years. He had been a subscriber to THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE and an active correspondent for nearly twenty 
years. 

Our missionaries have pleasant memories of their visit 
to the Leman home this spring where they were cordially 
received by Mr. and Mrs. Leman. 

We extend our deepest sympathy to the bereaved wife, 
— the wish that his hope may sustain her in this trying 

our. 


HENRY WIELT, SR. 


We have received notice of the death of Henry Wielt, 
Sr., of Cambridge, N. Y., a subscriber to THE MEGIDDO 
MESSAGE since 1934. Our sympathy is extended to those 
who mourn. 





THE SIGNPOSTS 


God has set His signposts on 
Life’s strange and winding road. 

When we’re blindly stumbling 
With the burden of the load, 

He will lead our footsteps through 
The pathway’s twist and bend. 

In some form He guides us, through 
The Book, a song, a friend. 


In the dark, uncertain hours, 
We need not be afraid— 

When we’re at the crossroads, 
And decisions must be made; 

Though the track is unfamiliar, 
And the light is gray, 

Rest assured, there’s bound to be 


A signpost on the way. —Sel. 
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Musings of the Editor 


Hurricanes—Present and Future 


7? IS SAD to see one struggle for something in this life and 

then lose it, as have our neighbors in the hurricane- 
stricken areas of the Eastern States. Many had dug, and 
toiled, and saved over the years to secure a home to enjoy in 
old age. And now their efforts of a lifetime are swept away in 
a single stroke. It is pitiful to see some in that condition— 
their labors over the years in vain. 

But this is nothing compared to the loss which shall be sus- 
tained by those who labor for eternal life and then lose it, 
all because they cling to some way of their own, some un- 
lawful desire of the natural mind. One loss is for time, the 
other for eternity. 

On the other hand, unlike the hurricane victims, if we de- 
vote a lifetime of service to the Lord—earnest, wholehearted, 
thorough—our future is secure. Though rains descend, and 
floods combine, and winds beat upon our house of character, 
it shall be found immovable. 

The Weather Bureau has been criticized for not supplying 
warnings far enough in advance of hurricanes to enable the 
people to flee to safety. But God’s Weather Bureau can never 
suffer such criticism. For centuries the warning has been 
forecasted of a hurricane more deadly than Connie, or Diane, 
or Janet, to strike in the “last days’—a “windy storm and 
tempest,” “the whirlwind of the Lord,” even “a grievous 
whirlwind,” to “fall with pain upon the head of the wicked.” 

Are we heeding the warning, or ignoring it? 

Do we actually believe the divine forecast? 

If so, there will be some intense, swift action. We will not 
remain complacently in our comfortable surroundings, but 
will hasten our escape to God’s strong tower into which the 
righteous run and are safe. 





ALWAYS THE SAME 


1“ OTHER, come quickly and watch this little animal 

change colors,” cried little Harry on his tour 
through the city zoo. “Now it is green, but a while ago 
it was pink. Watch closely, Mother, and maybe it will 
change again.” So Mother watched, and beheld the change 
just as Harry had said. “That is called a chameleon, and 
his color often changes as he breathes,” explained Mother. 
“Do you know, Harry, that we are as changeable as that 
chameleon, not in color, but in our ways? For instance, 
this morning you came downstairs all smiles, and shortly, 
when you could not have your own way, you became cross 
—remember ?” 


What a comforting thought it is to know that the 
Ancient of Days who rules with such wisdom and power, 
day in and day out, year in and year out, is always the 
same! The moods of man are ever vacillating. His the- 
ories and notions are like the pendulum of a clock—first 
this way, then that—even to the contradiction of his own 
great scientific discoveries. 

Happy is the man who, through all the changing scenes 


of life, has learned to put his entire trust in the Almighty 
Everlasting God, “with whom is no variableness, neither 
shadow of turning.” We call him happy, because he has 
learned the richest lesson that can be gleaned through 
all the vicissitudes of the present. Generations come and 
generations go. All that we see is subject to change. The 
unfailing Word of God is the only thing that stands im- 
mutable. It is the same yesterday, today and forever. The 
same old and beautiful truth that brightened the path- 
way of all the worthies of old shines today more radiantly 
beautiful with the passing of the centuries. 

This old ancient gospel stands today as a token of God’s 
immortal, never-changing goodness to His children. As 
a star of gladness in a dark night it shines on and on to 
guide the honest pilgrim to an Eternal Home. 

We have heard it said that if you wish to find God, look 
for the best in man. Poor, frail man, whose goodness has 
been compared to the morning cloud and the early dew 
that vanishes so swiftly, could never be compared right- 
fully to God till he has been re-made by the power of 
God’s truth working within him. For man is a creature 
of change. He is, by very nature, inconsistent. Left to 
his own ways, he is a bundle of incongruities. Clocks will 
go as they are set; but man, irregular man, is never con- 
stant, never certain. He feels that he requires change of 
styles and possessions to keep him content and happy. If 
he is sick, one recommends to him a change of environ- 
ment to regain his health. Sadly enough, he sometimes 
believes that he requires a change occasionally from those 
nearest and dearest to him. The more unstable he is, the 
more change he requires. Small wonder then that God has 
said, “Are not my ways equal? are not your ways un- 
equal?” Not content in experiencing the change in his 
own realm, man has reached out to change God’s times 
and laws. He has ever changed that which is profitable, 
noble, pure and holy to meet his own base conceptions of 
what is right, and the result has been that which is wholly 
unprofitable. The straightforward, pure and simple teach- 
ings of God have been changed into a multitude of con- 
fusing and conflicting dogmas and opinions. 

It is only when the door of true wisdom is opened to 
us that we begin to see that if we are to be godlike then 
we must conquer these ever-changing natures, and learn 
to be steady, upright and true in all of our ways, day after 
day. Wisdom, beautiful wisdom, will strengthen our fal- 
tering footsteps and give us a steadfastness of purpose, 
and a stability of character that can be achieved in no 
other way. 

We may set our affections on something or someone to- 
day, and tomorrow find that that object of our affections 
is taken from our lives forever. But not so with the things 
of God; for He tells us, “He clings to me, so I deliver him; 
I set him safe, because he cares for me; I will answer his 
cry and be with him in trouble, delivering him and honor- 
ing him; I will satisfy him with long life, and let him see 
my saving care.” And so we say: 


“Time and change are busy ever, 
Man decays and ages move; 
But His mercy waneth never, 
God is wisdom, God is love.” 
Surely God’s wonderful wisdom has surpassed human 
frame. This wisdom is ours to hold and to use until we, 
too, like Him, in all of our ways, will be always the same. 
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Moed arlons 


On the loord 


“I will therefore put you in remembrance, though ye once 
knew this, how that the Lord, having saved the people out 
of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed them that believed 
not” (Jude 5). 


The early records of the Hebrew people reveal an event 
so dramatic, so significant, that they could never forget. 
Repeatedly in the writings of the historian, prophet, and 
psalmist, we come upon warnings, or exclamations of 
wonder and joy, based on the remembrance of the way in 
which God had “brought them out of the land of Egypt.” 
After a series of miraculous demonstrations God led His 
people out. There could be no doubt of that. Egypt was 
back of them; Palestine was before them; and the desert 
was all about them. Now all they had to do was go for- 
ward and possess the promised land. 

As Israel, upon leaving Egypt, began to encounter dif- 
ficulties, we detect the existence of three parties, or 
groups. First, there is the group that wants to go back. 
They are afraid of this desert life, they long for the com- 
forts and stability of the old order, such as it was. The 
second group loves the desert. They feel they are free. 
Bedouin existence is a joy to them. In this state a man 
can do as he pleases and roam as he wills. 

The third group seems to be exceedingly small. It is 
made up of the few who can see deeper and farther than 
the rest. They will not turn back. They are done with 
Egypt, attractive or unattractive, good or bad; it lies be- 
hind them and it can never be home again. But neither 
will they settle down in the desert, because it must be 
traversed. They will tramp through it with good cheer 
and unflagging courage. Never will they let die out 
from their hearts the assurance that ahead of them lies 
the land of promise. 

The story of Israel’s passage from Egypt to the prom- 
ised land has become a favorite illustration of Christian 
progress. How truthfully Egypt typifies our unregener- 
ated state before we entered the way of salvation! Here, 
while passing through various experiences for our de- 
velopment, we are represented as going through the des- 
ert, drear and barren, where no water of life is. And just 
beyond Jordan, the last barrier—the final Judgment— 
lies the Promised Land, which is the Kingdom of God. 

When we consider the state of present-day Egypt, our 
deliverance cannot be esteemed lightly. There was a false 
sense of security, but neither its social nor religious sys- 
tems had foundation or power to give life eternal. 

After the first exultant shouts of freedom, it takes 
faith to live and work and press to the Promised Land in 
spite of difficulties. Israel fell by the way because of un- 
belief; they feared giants, or hardships; they despised 
discipline. 

These are things which we encounter today. At such 
times one yields all too easily to the temptation to look 
back, to clutch at the receding past. One feels he would 


be better where he was before, and many return to their 
former mode of life. But there is no hope or happiness in 
that. 

Nor yet is it in any way desirable to rest content with 
an unsettled state of mind. Unwilling to return, and fear- 
ful or faithless to go ahead to the Promised Land, many 
wander in the desert of their own making. Undoubtedly 
one of the strange phenomena through the years has been 
that of men and women entering the way of salvation 
and then wandering aimlessly rather than going forward. 
They leave the old creeds and systems but do not remold 
their lives completely by the pattern of the Master. They 
are content to live in doubt and uncertainty rather than 
to press on in faith. Such a state of the soul cannot last or 
satisfy. To be content with the desert is to invite defeat. 

The glorious thing is to move on. There is death back 
in Egypt; there is starvation and disillusionment in the 
desert; but in going forward there is life, thrilling, abun- 
dant, eternal. 

Now Jude’s warning is full of meaning. In his life he 
saw many fall away from the way of Truth, and them he 
strongly denounced in his Epistle. He had not a good 
word to say of them for whom the Judgment of God is 
reserved. Thus, his warning to us is both timely and 
poignant. 

We all need to remember that danger constantly threat- 
ens. No living person is beyond danger. The youth needs 
to watch the numerous byways; the middle-aged must 
fortify against the ever-present temptation to retreat or 
to grow weary in well doing; and the elderly, though 
often more settled and their hope more firm, are not en- 
tirely safe. Their danger is in being set too strongly in 
ways that are not right. Unbecoming habits, negative at- 
titudes, exalted personal ideas, cherished through the 
years, do not drop off automatically with age. At the close 
of probation’s day when the secrets of the hearts are dis- 
closed there will be sorrow and disappointment for those 
whose lives have been found faulty. For all such, at the 
entrance to the Promised Land will stand the sign—bold 
and final—NO ADMITTANCE! 

Whatever our age or status in the Way, we must take 
some definite steps in order to proceed satisfactorily. 

Always remember that you are not infallible. WATCH! 

Examine your life for blind spots—sins which you do 
not want to see, habits around which you have built de- 
fenses. These defenses of our own making are hard to get 
by. Fling them away decisively and forever. 

Have God and His Cause the center around which you 
revolve. Cease being self-centered. Seek first the King- 
dom of God and His righteousness. If you miss this im- 
portant step you may wander in the desert of confusion 
and defeat all your days. 

Finally, follow the instructions of your superiors. 
Israel never went wrong when they obeyed Moses. Study 
the lives of those who go before you and copy them as 
they copy Christ. 

God has brought us out of Egypt that He may bring us 
into the Promised Land. Whatever difficulties we encoun- 
ter or however long the way through the desert, blessed 
are they who cheerfully go on with God. Blessed are they 
who will not turn back in fear, nor yet be content to roam 
in the desert, but will hold on and push forward until at 
last there shines before them the Promised Land. 











Your Questions Answered 


BIBLICAL 


Do you have a question? Personal replies will be sent to Biblical 
questions to any correspondent, and counsel will be offered on 
problems pertaining to the spiritual life. THE MEGIDDO MESSAGE 
will publish only the most helpful discussions for the benefit of 
other readers. No names shall be mentioned. 


Did Jacob actually see God face to face, as stated in Gen. 
32: 30? I understand no one has seen God but Jesus. 


No man has seen the Almighty Creator face to face 
(John 1:18; I John 4:12). In this text, as in several 
other references, it was the Angel, who bore his Father’s 
name, who was seen. Read Ex. 23:20. Just as mortal 
sons bear their father’s name, so do the angels. 


Does the fear of hell fire actually lead men to repentance? 


Never! Paul says it is the goodness of God that leads 
men to repentance (Rom. 2:7). The doctrine of hell fire 
is as thoroughly unscriptural as it is savagely inhuman. 
The hell of the Bible is but sheol in the Hebrew, and hades 


in the Greek, meaning “the grave, destruction, annihila- 
tion.” 


What is the significance of the “pearl of great price” men- 
tioned in Jesus’ parable (Matt. 13: 45, 46)? 


The “pearl of great price’ represents the reward of 
eternal salvation. Men and women who learn of this re- 
ward and realize the way by which they may obtain it, 
are depicted as desiring it so much that they sell out all, 
that is, do all that is required of them, to obtain it. 


Did God harden Pharaoh’s heart? 


No. Bible critics have made such accusation, but it is 
wholly unfounded. God brought plagues upon the Egyp- 
tians to induce them to release His people from bondage. 
He mercifully began with minor afflictions, and as soon 
as Pharaoh’s heart softened, the plague was removed. We 
read in Exodus 8:15 and other parallel passages, “When 
Pharaoh saw that there was respite, he hardened his 
heart.” So actually it was God’s mercy in removing the 
judgment that caused Pharaoh to harden his heart and 
re-assert his obstinate nature. Read I Samuel 6: 6. 

In times of great danger it is natural for people to turn 
to God for protection, but when the danger passes they 
forget their prayers and promises. 

So it was in Pharaoh’s case. 


As the mother of three young children, all of school age 
now, I am faced year by year with the problem of such oc- 
casions as Valentine’s Day, Christmas, or more accurately 
Santamas, and now it is Halloween. Such seasons are almost 
wholly devoted to pleasure in our local schools, and the in- 
fluence is definitely unchristian. It is a compromise with my 
conscience to allow the children to participate, yet I see no 
other alternative. Can you offer suggestions? 


In some cases parallel to yours, parents have explained 
their position to the teachers who, in respect to their 
religious scruples, have been willing to excuse the chil- 
dren from the activities in question. 

One must never lose sight of the command to come out 
from the world and take no part in their pleasures. Read 
II Cor. 6:14, 17, 18; Col. 2: 20—22; I John 2: 15—17. 
This requires courage on the part of adults and children 
alike, but it makes men and women of strong Christian 
character. 
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A word about the background and origin of Halloween 
shows why no parent who seeks divine favor should allow 
his child to participate. The popular customs of the oc- 
casion exhibit traces of the Roman festival of Druidism, 
a festival of the dead, when the spirits of the departed 
were believed to visit their kinsmen. This explains the 
prominence of “ghosts” in the festival. (Here it must be 
noted that all conception of ghosts is based on supersti- 
tion and not facts. At death the body returns to the earth 
and the spirit or breath to God. No detachable segment 
can return to converse with man.) Divination was prac- 
ticed extensively in Roman times; hence the presence of 
the traditional witch and black cat today. 

The church sought to eliminate or supplant the Druid 
festival of the dead by introducing the alternative ob- 
servance of All Saints’ Day, but it failed to displace the 
pagan celebration. Other efforts to Christianize the oc- 
casion and neutralize the ancient pagan rites were only 
partially successful, for today we still have the ghosts, 
the witches, the masquerades, the “trick or treat,” the 
vandalism and resulting injury to life and property. 

“Touch not, taste not, handle not,” is the divine com- 
mand. 


Does God visit the iniquity of the fathers upon the children? 


No! This false conception comes from an incomplete 
reading of Exodus 20:5. The entire passage states, “I 
the Lord thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity 
of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth 
generation of them that hate me.” With the use of the 
qualifying term, ‘“‘of them that hate me,” the Almighty’s 
position is made plain: He punishes the children if, and 
only if, they persist in committing iniquity, like their 
fathers. 

Original Sin has no place in the plan of a just and lov- 
ing Heavenly Father. Every man shall stand or fall by 
his own conduct. Read Deut. 24:16; Jer. 31:30; Ezek. 
18; Rev. 22: 12. 


Are the Latter-Day Saints correct in claiming a succession 
of Apostles? 


No. Paul replaced Judas who fell by transgression, be- 
coming the last Apostle. After his appointment he said, 
“God hath set forth us apostles, the last (I Cor. 4:9, 
Douay Version). Goodspeed renders it, “God has ex- 
hibited us apostles at the very end of the procession.” 
If they brought up the end of the procession, then none 
could follow on behind. 

The walls of the New Jerusalem have “twelve founda- 
tions, and in them the names of the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb” (Rev. 21:14). This leaves no place for the 


successors of Joseph Smith or the bishops of the Catholic 
Church. 


Do you believe that the flood in Noah’s day covered the 
entire earth? 


No. According to II Peter 3:5, 6 the earth stood “out 
of the water and in the water: whereby the world that 
then was, being overflowed with water perished.” Only 
that portion of the earth where Noah lived, surrounded 
by ungodly inhabitants, was submerged. 


Is anyone born of the spirit now? 


No. The determining sign of the spirit birth is the 
power to come and go with the freedom of the wind. Read 
John 3:8. No one has that power today. 
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GLORYING IN THE CROSS 


“In the cross of Christ I glory,” 
Paul, the great Apostle, said, 
“And rejoice to tell the story, 
By the Saviour being led.” 
Long I dwelt in darkest error; 
Vain tradition was my guide; 
Now I’d be Christ’s standard-bearer, 
Walking daily by His side.” 


In the cross! oh, blest assurance! 
Dying daily unto sin, 

When it’s coupled with endurance, 
Gives a formula to win 

In the race for life eternal, 
In the battle for the right; 

Till we share the joys supernal, 
When our faith is changed to sight. 


In the cross I find a treasure 
Others do not see, or know, 

As they seek for worldly pleasure, 
Earthly, devilish, and low. 

Yes, I find a greater blessing, 
Walking in the narrow way, 

Than though I were rich, possessing 
Things that molder and decay. 


In the cross, that is, in keeping 
Each commandment of our Lord, 

I have found no cause for weeping, 
But a hope of sure reward. 

For this is the promise given: 
Faithful ones shall reign on earth 
When the Lord returns from heaven, 

And bestows the Spirit birth. 


In the cross there is contentment 
That I never knew before; 

But no room for harsh resentment, 
Envy, hatred, strivings, or 

Other feelings flesh is heir to. 
Heavenly manna is my fare. 

Worldly joys cannot compare to 
Blessings that I daily share. 


Hear the loving invitation— 
“Come, and glory in my cross! 
In the end it brings salvation, 
And you will not suffer loss.” 
Lord, I would be found rejoicing 
In the Cross, the Truth, the Way, 
And Thy praise be ever voicing, 
Till the dawn of Zion’s day. 


—L. 
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